
I’m Jim Ross, president of Pamlico Community College, and I want to thank you. I want to thank you for 
taking the next step to making your life better, and in turn make our society better by you getting 
education. At Pamlico Community College, you will find people here who are dedicated to making your 
experience the best it can be. I’m one of those people, and I want to offer to you the opportunity that if 
you ever want to come to see me please do so. You’ll see my email address on the screen. Please come 
and let me know your hopes, your fears, your dreams and anything we can do to make your experience 
better here at PCC.  

Sometimes all of us go through periods in our lives that we need to have someone to just listen. You’ll 
find that at PCC people care. They’re here to listen. They’re here to help. With your experience in higher 
education, sometimes there’s fear. Can you do it? Can you succeed? Maybe you’ve been out of college 
for years. Well I’m here to tell you that you can do it. Through the wonderful people that you’ll find 
here, they’ll be teammates with you. I want to encourage you to go for your dreams.  

I just had a fascinating conversation a few minutes ago with a gentleman talking about what education 
means to people and to our nation. We talked about a young girl who is planning to grow up and 
become a pediatrician. We talked about how it is great for people to have dreams. We talked about how 
it is great for people to stretch themselves.  

Think about what you want to do. I would encourage you as president of this college to do exactly that, 
because that is what I have done. I’ve found that education has been the key for me to go on and live a 
great life in which I can help others. I would encourage you to think about other people, as you’re here 
at PCC, and after you leave. Go on and make a difference in our society. Achieve your dreams, work 
hard, treat people well. While you’re here, take advantage of the wisdom of your faculty members. Take 
advantage of those around you, your advisors, financial aid officials. Others here that can make your 
stay much more successful.  

One thing I do want to say to you, all of us are going through a period of time in our society, and in the 
world history, in which things are sometimes a little unsettling. I want you to know that you have hope, 
through education, of making your life better, making your family member’s lives better, making our 
society better. I’m Jim Ross, president of PCC. I welcome you to this college, which is filled with caring, 
dedicated, idealistic people who want to help you achieve your dreams. Thank you so much.  


